
O<*bet 20. 1iS4

tionI;ttab(e R.ecI e., Hundt
ChIIIrman. , Convnunicthnt COtnm;ss'on
1111 M NW. Room 814
WashintCoti. D.C. 20554

OearSir.
M III Public In~tton Officer wlth tht City of SwMota. I III"oIW believe the k)SI of '" n.tJoMI ABC
.-nation of our~ televlaton ttIIIon. WWSB CMnnel 40, WIll be detlfmentlt tD theq~ of life ~ the
citlzens In 8afMOta end Mwtat.M oounties.

WNS8 Is currently the on(~ stdon that speer.... In coverlng "'$ two-eounty area, wtth • ~bfnI.d
popu4aticm Of InON than ahllf mlUlcn peopfe. ,

Sf*hl based In ~e larger rnetropolltan -eat In Hlttborqh and PineU. oaunfies ca_ poSGlbfy, ~Iy
this ..... wfth, quaaty.~ CO'Nag" They wi.,. up for hIghoprofiIe storMI~ such .... 40ubCe
homklIde, but who wllllnfQfm '" cldzens ofChis .,.. on oIher In\pQItInt~, IUGh as~ tht MW public
ltbrary wfD be 'ooaled or where out lentor citizens can GO for he flu Ihots this year?

~'•• rtal qundon ~ whit W04JId IIIppen 8hcKAd .... IttIke. I. bUl'riGIne or other catas~ hits
thls ..a, ~It <fuao" covetage would we Get rnxn teItYItIon ICIIons that n more thin $0 miles .-r and

,~ lMnagers have 1iUl. Of no knowfedge of.. area? ' . ,

Also, an)f news c;oncemlnsr sarasota wtll more than lHtleIy be l\ftI on .ar1_ brvadclsts on oth., .c.tiQn'l "us
mla.1ng the 'arge portion of pee,tle who watch the I p.m. new$, ,

WWS8 has • long track record of toea, communl¥ MMoe. Its wetId)' e.1me Stopperl program ....~"*
.... by~. empl..- voIu'1tHl1ns theft own· lime - hit resulted In the ca~ of~. of
dangerous Ifll cc:'mtnals and the recJ:Nef'/ of mere Ulan MOQ,OOO tn property. "

Sara" .. not • ""III community and ,hQ\lld not be eb.lorbed IS aplrt or Ternpal$t, Parsburg.' I wo~d
be I cf~MMce to the people who call thi.s area hame, .

cJ3an, YVl .
""Muniz ~Pl.Iblic Information Otltcer
Dtp-.nent of Publfc Safety
City of Sarasota

ClQ; Donllkl P. ZeWlng. COW\lel for SQrfppa Howard BtotdeasUog
Sam Antat, CO"""el foe' Capital Citie$lAaO Inc.
SCin Cl'UmleyI President. vwvse Channel 40

•



October 17, J994

Hon. Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
RO()nt 814
1919 M Street, NW
Washtngton, DC 20554

Chatman Hunt,

As E'(ecutlve DIrector 01 the Sarasota Conv,ntion &: Visitors ~ureau since
May, 1982, lInd a resident of Sarasota sine, 1976, 1 belleY' lh,~ aria ..
ccmrl$ling 01 Bradenton, Sarasota. and V~nic, will be lIdver$ely- qlfect!d if
ABC is aU()~'ed to fllmlnaTe it's 23 year of/IUatlon wlr.h· rel~vt$(on station
WWSB.

The Bradenton, Sarasota and Venice market is distinctly separ4te ·and
apart from th, Tampa Bay area. Over the Ylars stflJlons in Iht St.
Pefersburgffampa market. have made an t/!orl to cover th, n8~IS in
Bradenton, Sarasota and VenLc~ bur, to no avail. riMy created l()cal .
Bureaus wilh. qualifted personnel. However, Tampa Bay gen4r(1.t~S

sufficient loca.l news as 10 make anyf,hlng thai happens in. this ''rarket
insigltljlcani by comparison.

The cities of Brad"1ton and Sarasota a"~ the seats of two sepa·rflle CO~U1ty

govtrnmenlS. In addition. each clry hns it's own local gover!1m:~nt. . .
Channel 40, W'WSB, provides an informative and valunble ser,~lce kt~plng

th.e citizens 0/ th.ese COUNt,s and m.unlcipaliti'$ informed as to' the actions
o/their elected o.ff1.clfds. No other community co£tld be ,xpec~~,d to b-e as
alf.,ntive. .

THE ~RASorA AREA " ITS GULF coASt ISLANDS



Another issu, is thai ofpubltc safety and wIVars, SUltlon li'lVSB Is live
and on the nlr informing vlew,rs wh"nevsr serious weather COn4itiohS

.thr'Qlen thl lQcaf. vl,wlnl arta. I doubt flny station In Ih~ TOmPQ Bay
ar~a II c(1,pa~l~ 0/provldln, similar coverage lor this markel.

Mr. HUi'idt~ 1couldftU numerou.s pages dsrnllina Ihe many contributlo1'l$
'W'WSB~ m,~tl, If) our community. Su/fiC6 1110 SIlY, we hope WWSB~
Channel 40, will be p~rmltted to COl1tiltU, to "rve the Braden-tort,
Sarasota, Venice area M the ABC affiliate. .

Thank you /01; your cOnJideratlon.

'LtJrry J. Ma,.t"(J.f.~r

ExeCf.tllv, Director

ce," Counsel/or Capital Cttl4S, .ABC
Counsellor Scripps Howard Broadcastin.g Co.
Fr,s/dent &: o,,,,ral MOM.ger, WWSBV'



J..... LaMberl
3770 Prairie J)UDes Drive
Sa....... Florid. 34231

11:1-913-'79»

Odo\)c( 18, 1994

liONOlABLE R$BJ) I. HUNDT
CHAIRMAN '
FEDBRAL COMMUNlCAnONS COMMISSION
llOOMI14 .
191' N S11lEET, NW
WASHINGTON, DC ~SS4

RE: wwiD. QUA.'NNEJ.. fO. SAMSDTA. fL

D!A1lHONOMBLl.IroNDT:

IMrfJU!T1RED IN WASOl'A..lJ. IT IS A NICS PLACE,CONC~D ~u:r
LOCAL'AJtTS,:~OOLS, HIGH SQlOOL IPOR.TS. THBllB JS NOT ALOr,OF"
SlO CITY C.lU).@ OR ACTION. I WATCH atlB ONLY IOCN. rwliY1110W ITAT..um .
BECAUI! I tAlE ABOUT MY COt6fUNlTY, I ALSO WATCH ABC N!WS' AND ' .',
MONDAY NI~T FOOTBAIL ON QIANNBL 40. ..

=UT nm MlC AFfILI6IION.C~~WJUr.WL AW..mU '.IiiWii ifri'rAV0ltJT8NEWSCASTBllHAS ALUADYLFFr. SHE' .
~W 'nilsW~ THB lip" (II' DUIIl", CHANNEL 40 HOLDS'TH1S
MBA TQfJBT'H!Il: HI08 $CHOOL SPOilT!, C8AlJTY BVBNrS, UQJM ' '
W~$. JWATCKTHSTAMPANEWSONCBlNAWHILB, CIDdB..~lrt4J! "
CIUME,' THAT 18 ALL YOU H1Wl SARASOTA, VENICE ANDBJW)~1'{ ,
AR.t NEVIl. MENnONB~.liIVER! . .". .

lLI;ASB DO~QT 1.21 TtII1&ll&1. WE NEED WWS8 " ABC.

! .

cc: SAM ANI'AI{. B~. ABC
DONALD ,'p, ZEIPA'NQ, ESQ. SCRIPPS HOWARD
STAN CRUMLSY CHANNEL ~O



· '.

~R..cI E. HtRtt. ChIIrman
, ..... Comij,un1cations CommIssIon
Room81-4 .
1.1tM ....etNW
~"OC20654,

OW ChairmtIn~

r....d~br ........ ofABCtottopcanying~.~'S
~Ind~pnMjattMt~. ', ;

WWSlII tIIt.'~ tQI.liJIIIon~ eourpe for ftIWIln~.; ,
.......~whIch~..... __ G.ft II••• of ,..
~'~VIl1lol.w."''''''!-&'~· tlne1: ~~.. ~.... '. T'''-J' ... '~."', .
..of nO ".:............ to of us who live and~~.,..,.Ir) ,
thiI,.rtof~GuIf~ I ·r '

Thlt A8C~)grloN ....."ra~ the eel cwtnU8I they,~ ..
~~to"l" ...

Did~ knowhitS.rMOfa~ II the seoond IicMIt~ In F1otIdI? DId .
you kMW" for. oomn.ntv of It ..... rtwII 11ft ohrF~ rAy ~'~ ':.
ouIUrII~.~? Met did~ know that numeroua~ p8opIe"
make thi8 ... pennenent reUrement hOme', ,: ;." .

even ••••~e...buMu ,heM~ nat bring .. the eeme~119!~~
...-.iYIng: noN. VVWSBIs ,striaIy a IpclIIMdon thIt pnwIdIeus~ op~,
is petfIrwInt~ us. What...on In T-.Is aworld bI8Y frOm 0UI'8.~.' ,

f strongly urge you to pllese recomidet this deCIIfon.

Sincerely.

Joen Judd

, i



59'9 TA'LBD.OOl lOAD
loaTH 'OlT, ,~ 34267-3019

Honorable Iced I.Rua4t

Chalr_~

'.4,ral'Co..uu1c.t1ons Coamission

lo~. 814
1919 K $tr••~.NW
Washinatoa, DC 20"4

,

D••r 8:1.'t,
Wa l1v6 1n a .action of tbe south walt "ea of the Stat,

of 'lDrida .orvt4 by only on. TV .tatioD chat c.~ be t~uly
, . '

,dasse4 a•• llloe.l ll outlet for New•• Weather I Loc.l .ventl,
, .
and other iDforaat1ou ot • local intera.t.

~~t Itation t. WWSB, Ch.n~el 40. Vanie•• rlori~a, the
onl, AIQ .ffiliata. outlet 1••• than 100 mile. d1.tant. The,
other two Ia.IC outl,et. 11:'. Channel 28, t ••pa" e:od. C1\annll 26.;

Mapl••• Ixc.p~ fQr look1~S fo~ news ot loeal ifttere8t. if v~

vert. C'Dlt c~.t~t. it p~ob.b~1 wou~dn't .ake .ueb
.i~f.rence what Ale Itat10ft w. watGb.d. How,vlt. WI aboo•• ,~o

a•• OUr.:OWD out.ide JQteARa to do O~~ tV viewin•• lecaul. the

Pot, Kiyefa stltlOftI &rl ,~o••r an4 .ive ul hitter r.c.ptio~ "
thaD T••pa .tat1on. wo ~ep our roeatot o~teftte4 ~G the Sou~h.

'fbi. lives u. 1004 r&".ptton on eUftntJ.t 11, 20, 10, and 36'.
I. , •

Channel 26, tb. Ale o~c1et in N.ples co••s 1Q poorly, litber
• , II '., I Ill" , ..

beQ.~'. of the ,r••ter diaC.DCI, 9~ b~~.~•• ot low.r power
'-','.'1.·'-." . __.••..•IIII.UII,elWl •• I.I"'UIII.'I''''''''_'''_. ;'.'." ...".' ....._ ....... , .. ,,' I' I I' 'I

tban the r ••t.Cbaanel 16 .100 aee•• ~o be .ff.~t.4 b, .u~ spot
... lj,i' 6" ,.· ~· _ .. __I.Ii •• ,~.Il_.._.."·, __ , ,,. I I '(

I acetv{ty or .acnetlc 1nt.rter.n~e e.u.l~S it to r.ie out
"'coap'i;·t';iY' "8£ eta.', ~ ~l-."a~tR~~ is 'Ia'clio shack IIOdel fa ted

_ •• p •• "',~ ·",1 ''''.1.1 ••• 11 ••"" ,&•• ' •••N~ ~I ••••• _ , "1 ~ .•• "

'\ lor 100 11111 teeept:l.ou.
,..-_._~ .._.._.,-,......-., -·i'i-cha·~~ii"· 40; "WII lo~e~· ·i~'" Aic af11i1aeton, du. to

.. '" .... ~.,_._,. ·"-.ctlo'(tiY"Ser1pps' '«owar'.';· 'we' he'i-. in thl ~o~th' .n4""of' S.~a$ot.
,,~ .._..... '" .. '... ·co~tY-;iilb'lo;i~i·ne; ••n4""1~~"'i·i~terut cOlle~·~i.''~n4'

. '.0... .... ·..·..•..Viilbe-obiig~ci- to·e.ttb·~; "i;y••t··:i~..~. 'bt t't~ t .~t.t\~;"".YI t~. or,
............ \' ·, •• _ ..... ' ... I ........-.-.__._.........-..""._.·_._._......... ~.~••. _ •. _ .... _ •••"'.4..... ' ••• llIIllll~I'I•••••, •

. Heaven, ,forbid, have to swit;ch to & trouble.o'lla Cabl. CO'lD.paa>"
.........I• ."... I..~,...~ .. _r.."..___ _. '.. ----.1,.1•• .~..__._ ~ .•1II'.,. ,_ ' 0'''''' ,,, .•..• ~.~1I1 , 0

, ", .~ -,_.----.,•••_,. _._•••,_•• , _ •• '0" ._•• '._ ••_,_A;t.n~"J'f~Y you.:... ;, , , ", .

·'·..··I..·· ". ,',-.' ,', ',,,,. '.- .. ",.~~-~~~~~
l4~nd J .• ~& H.eulna&el

.I



THECONCORO
COALITION

CITIZENS FOR AMERICA f S FUTURE

october 11, 1994
lonorable aeed I. Mundt
.Chair.an .
Federal Communication. eouais.lon
Roo. 11. '::'
1919 K str.e~, NW
Washln9t-on, 'pC 20554

De.~ Cbai~n Hundt.

I am writing tOU to oppose 9rantinG pe~1••1on .tQr AId: to
teminate l'C;s .ffiliation with INS., Chantl.l 40 .in saJ,'a.qtl ,
rlorida. AII'tbe toner ftat. Director aNI pz"e.ent It.ate Ct!aita,an of
the rlori~ ChapteJ:' of the Conoord Coalition, ,I· b~V. ~.b.4 .
consld.er:abl- cobtaQt with local telev.i..ion stations in ·co.nn.~lon ..
with pub~lo::educat10n with rE>9ar4 to the Federal bU49.t~,~.~lc:~~.~.: .. ,: ......

, , I'"' •

Aa ae-.\lred by Wi export.nee aorOlls the entire It.ate, IfWS8 .l.
outstanctinq'.ln ita h19h quality an4 quantity ot neW$ q~v.r.9•.~~ .
civic actl.,itle.. 'l'helr news st;a£f is <ii.playll1 9papet..b~~" '.
1n~~:rity, "nCS concern. _sa obViously l'I.ecSs the oontthu~ ':f:'.•.:.f.l,~~~ :'.
qenerat*4 by he'twork affiliation 1:.0 oont:inue their,: a~i,;'''~1:~ I '

••~vlee to the co_un!.~y. ,. ,

Chann.l 28 in .,..pa. can not .ubatitute tot' ,",SR, ~anft.~·;40, ;.
•• the ABC. affiliate .en-1nt us. 'fh,e saJ:'a.ota/BI"ac1~n~n/' V.ef'1~
are••erv~;~ ChAnnel 40 consists of ent1rely,.ep~ra~' .c~~o
••rkats and political co.-unities from those of T~~. ·'1'b.,,: 'two
.~eas 1, ge09rapb1cal1y ••parat41 and .oc1ally an~ ·pol~tS.~~~~y
dlstlnct.. .Tbey lack CODOn interest. neces.ary to'· 11~ ,~l)..,
t.ogether 1n a shared ••rv1c.e area. i'. '

Sinoerely,

Copies: Sa. Antar (ABC)
~na14 leifan9 (Soripps)
~tan C~ey (MWSB)

~~,
Robert: No Griffin, ··Jr.
State Chalna~n.' .;' :
1200 w.stway Dl'ive .:
lar.sota, Fl~34236~.. '~:

.',:

.......



LEW GOn HAiNEr;
448 0UlF 0' ME:><IOO DAM! ,'01A)

t.C»fG80AT KIY. P\. a~U8

20 Oct~b.r, 1994

Hon. Re.d ~. Hundt. Chairm~n
Federa' Communications Oommi.'ion
Room 114
'919 K Street, NW
Waah1n;ton. DO 20854

Dear air:

We ar. writ1n; to you about the reo.nt dec1.ion of. ABO to
drop' it'. .-1f1 listion w; t,h TV Stat1on WWS8, Chanl1.1 '40. ' ' W.
understand that part of ABC'. decision 11 balt9'On t~e""
m;$underatandin, that ~h.r. wou1d be adeQuate cover,., 0'
the Saraeota, Bradenton and Venice market from a finOl. '
,ff11 1ate ba..ed in t.h. Tampa .rea. " ",

The pr,1m. audience 01 WWSB ia oonta1"ed in M.nat,e, ;,
Sara.ota, CeSoto and parts 01 Charlott. Countiel. T.~e
DOPu'.~ion of the are. 1. over 400,000 per.on.. The .
commu~icat1on n.ed. of ~n1e area are qu1ta'dfff.r.nt, fro~
thoee 'of tne commercia1/indvatr1a' Tampa m.rk.t. '" OY,r ..~~.
;. predominantly popu1.ted by an older, retired r~.,~e~tia'
group. To properly oover our ",.d. we need TV 'co.verJ~. 'I,~ha~,
addrelsee aafety, eoology, .011001 pro"rams. loo.1'·PO'it.1.,~a'l ",
matters and ttl. geh_nll w.1fart of our r.a'idents .., " ," ,

A viab1e, profitable TV sQurce SUCh as WWS9 ha, h.d,.,th~,
resources, due to network aff1'1.tion. to expend.th" fu'~di
naed.d to properl)' addr.,s Qyr 1QQ.' coneerns. '.. "

I do not , ••, th.~ an unaffili.te~ It.'1on could .~rv1v, f~

this market and g;va us the 10e&' and emergency ~e.~s Qf ~n
older population in a potential hurricane dis.eter .rear..
We be•••ch YOU, Mr. Chairman, to have ABC reconsider and
retain WWSB al our local affil;ate.

)lours,

, ;

V
eopiea: ABC, Scrip~8 How~rd, WWSI

·' ~
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OCtober 20, 1994

HOI\orable Read E.'Hu.ndt
Chalrsna.n . ,
Fe<1eral Commut\l~tion. COmmlutorl
RbOm814 , '~

1919 MStreet, N. W. ,
WuhlnBton, D. C:~ ,2.0554

Dear Mr. Hundt: ' .
, I~ a c:oncerotd vicwtt of Chunel 40 WWSB or Sarasota. Florida. ~ ~epend 9n
~hanne1'~ ancl·tti ~l1atloAwith ABC for their lletWOrk programp;UDI an4 C~an~.~'
40" ability co prQvlc1e local tl<!W$ an4 prolruns of inteRS! to our area.',.. ;: ' .!

Provldinl,o.ews an4 local ptOIf'aIIUQ.ln, of lnt«eJt \0 Saruota~ Qpt ~en: ':
done by titber Tampa 01' St. '4tersbUl"! in the pUt 50.~Ilt in the fu~~ ,4ot1:;
BQt seem ptobab~e. j '~:".. : :'

The 1nfor~t1on that I havt would Indicate that ABC Is drop,plna lts.'~l,\atlqzi, :;:
with WWSB in ':,.,et dttl with krip~ Howard UCS with no concetl\ f.~. ~tI ' " , '.
obUsattQn to the ~lizelU ot$aralOta an<lla 23)'Ur aMllatlol1 with \YWSB..;.,~~ is ",
.. sep.arate~t f:l:'om Tampa and St. Peter'burl aod deserve. the 'COll$~.~~9n Qt" ; . .: ,"
the I'tderti Co.unicatiO-Cl$ ~SSIOD to tnlure that ita cltlzeDI are ptQV~~~~~;.. ~
television .tltlo~ that has .. ftnlndal and physical abUity to provide a4equ~t~ .1Ocat·: ":
n~ws COvtraae ~c1 servl<:t lnformation. ' ': ',' ::i "

a}.nk you to your constdtrCltion tn thiS mat*,.

~~ ,1 /~ !
~t1/ .rA~~

chard GarwoOd
826 Torrey Pine. Way

Sarasota. Florida 34238

cc= Sam Antal, !$q.
Donald P. ZlUang, 8.q.
Stan Crum.ley i/

, ,

: .

, J

I I,~ I

"



October II. 1994,

Honorable rt.eCl4 E. Hundt
·Chair~ft

Federal CommunieatioM Commission
1915)M Stre.. l.oom 814
W..hlngtqA DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

Re~ ABC discontinulns aflUation with WWSB· Channel 40

It clistrOSM$ me to think that WWSB, Channtl40, our premier television stado., tt)~ ~oo.r\

. 10.. its affili.~ton with ABC. This declsion by ABC will, in my opinion. finJ$l~l1)'·~rippl.
·ChaMe140 and hurt our community. ..' '

WWSB has ~oyaU)' served the larasota"Brad,.,ton·VenJce area tor 1~ y.r•. oU'.rl~J '
uncxeeUe4 oOYOr" otlocat news and community events. rhave ~ived in s.~bt~ tor ,~a,:

"years and know ftrst hand no other station bere or In Tampa offet. more than l~p s~rv\e' ~n
: provldina complete news coverage or loea! prosramnUna. :.:.

WWS' has supported out community in an uftM1fi&h manner, donatlns tirn~ l"d money.
to belp make this • bett~r community. PLEASE. stop this move by ABC. ' '. ," ,

Sincerely.

~~
R.on Evans
Broker
Commercial and BUliness Investments

in, S~\;'ind Stj'ec~,S\.!He .3.Snr3I;ota. FL 34236~S523·1J
A1 '.,JOc;.. "Ul.H OUlrt'if "'.'•.166-'296 Fa)(



Honorable n'.'l9d P.:. I1llnrtt
Cta.lnnlln '
hd.ral ~un1OJUons COl1ll'lJis"lcn
R.oam 814
1919 KStrttt ~.
W.shi,nston, D.O. 20~S4 Re' TV It,ation Wt1SlJ~ '.r.sot.~,. oFt

to,. of notworl( at,~$U ..t.1Qn', '

Dial' Ch..1mln t(\anett,

May I alid m;r vole. to the woils 01: Rdet emit' ttl.. t:trnspeut', or lon1M
Sarasota" .xo,\lent loc~l oovor__e by ttl.v1.1on .t&t1Q~ '~~SB'

J'.. ,'u.n I mer! r.ot. NlXJAt:. the b4CIcP,I"O\1M ,tort. or d"Cll'~tJe t~ :ro'l t"q ..
lall ,or loc..l rlpOI'"t,1rvc WfI 'Will ,,\tter 1n po11t1c,,1, -.f1'.\(".,Ilt.4(l..,,,,1. b\'I1nt."'I'tt!I.
,port., 1001&1 and art~.tte field. it wwss i. forca~ to ~1~~n4, 9~,eurt,'~

it.• mws tea.m. t wO\\ld like t.o If;1vt '°11 just om 11",,"t,"'llt.:lOft ~t tt!'", o:\.OI~'
On WW'RB'" Six 'o'al"ck News lal5t ni~ht, .thd .'Qond. thtou".h f1tt:~ ..t.C!r1n~ ,
woro the... ' "

P.. Ral.Mea.pins or a Verdol (FL) .treat has 1c>cal 2'cul''Iont,s, \lDstt. '
34., Sarasota Count, Comftl..1on malte. doc;i..!a~ to Nloeate publ.1d, lib,rnr1.
4 'ollow-up on .. pre'V1ou,. .tory of .idew..lk oonstna,tlon te.' mtoc't

hr.,ot. sOMol cMldrtn. "
5; An o",tb~.k or ",oaI11. i" m1gbbol'i.. cODIftUnit.1,. worr1es he~lth

otfioials. '

,bt•• ev"nt••rt'ect our oOlllftun'lty, «net the storie. are ~mt'lOrt.nt to us, but,
the T.",pA/St.. Pet.et"lSbunc ttltT1.1on ,,~.ation•• '.1xt.y Jd.1o. Itrq .~', \dth ,
UlJ1t,d neWS-I&tMr1~ faoil1ties. wO'lld not MTe COV.r-Id. t".",~ "o',4;. ot"
thG11' ntt\terl 1'1~ And WOl"k no2"th of '1'&M~ S,,, .nd thtl "an~ M,WI 9f th~ir
hoM town•• \11th t1~ht restriction. on t.hIlr fl'-r-tlm•• T.lTI~ And ~t.4 p;~,r"-,
burg; te,llvidon ,tat1on. rill devot. 9~ of thai... ntnc,st. to .:H1l.'s'bo~ ,nc!'
P5:n811... Courrt.1es. because that t • what te.c!I the bulWo". 0 i' ,"

• I"

Pleas. "111' us.



2248 OUTER DR.
,,,I\A501~. ft. ~42~'

(813) 955-7067 or 922-9629

Oc~ob~r 15, 1994

Honorabl. Reed B. Mundt
Chaltman "
Federal Commu~lc~tion.Commisllcn
ROOM .'4
191' MStr.et NW
Washington, DC 20554

c••r Mt. Hundt,

I am writing to e~~r••5 my 9~avG conceto over ~he
situation conc.~n1n9 th. affiliat10n of WW'8-T~-Chan~~1 40 in
Sarasota, 'J'lor!da with the American BJ:oadcasti~9 Co. ~ABC), ,I,

It il my un4erltan41nq that ABC 1. tak1n9 Awe~ ;1tl .
affiliation with WWIB beginnin9 lometime early next y~a~bee.uS$
it haa maae an arrangement wltn ScripPI Howard Iroadc,.tin9 '
Co., regatd1nv the tampa Bay ~ark.t. My 1nformatio~ l~ that ,:
Scripps K~vard ~.ma~da~ that ABC drop WWSB SQ t~~t th~ .tat~on
It owns w~ll have complete control of ABC pro9ramm1n;!in,Wes~ ,
Central F1orida. J ' ::

, Mr.' Hundt, " a businessman tn Sara.ot., I canlal'U~~'

you Sarasota 1. NOT in the Tampa Bay market. seralot.~.,11" a
ela.rly di.tlftc:t .ark.et and the two TV ,tatlons .erv! 9 this
ar.a c!o np~ .e11 a4vertis1nq in the '1'ampa a..y Area' an,. t\tv.,;
few if an~ v1awara up that way. ,.

Conver••ly, the station. 1n Tampa and St. Peter_burg. . '
do not sell advertiSing in our area anc! the viewers I,: kn.ow :m:uoh .
prefer wa.t:ch1n; Ate proq:r:amming on WWSB rather than Q~ ,t,hl ',';'
present ~8C .fflltate in It. Petet$bur 9, Ch.nn.~ 10. '~e jy., ~

torm a habit ot tvrnin9 to Channel 7 (the cable conve~.ion oumbet,
for Channel 40 on Comcast Communication.) because it'll our' ..
lIhome" stat:Lon w1th new., updates 8l'\d Imerqencv 1nformat.1on· '
concern1~q our area. None of the Tamp&-St. peter$bur9~ statiqns
include us in that cate;ory. .

That'l exactly why two ABC affiliates have ope,Fated _,ome •
60 miles apart i~ thll re~lon for 10 long without major, con111ct~
They simply serVe d1ft,rent poople. ; \

What few times II VB ever watched I newscast b~ D TV .
station in the St. 'etoraburg or Tampa areas I law vtrtuall~

~oth1n9 ~'9Ir41n9 M.natee, Sar••ot. or Charlotte cou~tf••• 1hey
foc~. onPlnel1as, nillsborou9h, Polk, and the countrel' to' th~
north. ' '

WWSB focusca$ solely on our throQ coullties an~,:91vGs ;Y,'"
the best,cOVltro9<1 it,;. Q.n. We h~VG no 1nterc*t in C;hal\n~,l 1~h' , .,

.. 'I
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1I.1l~llf~(lt:1 to: 1·'br,rP ro'. t111l~J) I
l'llllt(I'I"lt-l
I j·n~I'<UI 1.,I,Il'IlIIIl,tIC",1 XUI~:; 1:I,II"111,1~lbJnH

WIIIII WI'4
I ~,t I'~ I't 13 t kE.rE. I. NI••
l'I".hll O'\Ill rJH. ,)C: ·tt~~~j~r,

l "'~ll i·~ I: ('If"" IEr~ 'I-i LEV UU tJl'~ m'.CI'll.:\H .. REPllHHilo( F: RO~" W~~"T I~-"V ~ nt
01 i liON. en u u. ~ Mt.lVfm I t J ro~~'t,Ml~ll PI. f: l rlr~ t OA ONE YiAF< A~O ANt)
,.WI ·J~II(·.','I.:UI~i;r::RI ...~/.l '~14()tll WII~1 ~s 'AIONr~ f"!"AL;E WITH OUff·o!..o,ttil..
1''''1. W.V lSHJPoI ~ In I Ujr~ W~I,l!tlfl 'I CHANNt~' 4Q1.

I· "-:R I 01. ,',I I • 1 11l!:·'O M'I;',"rl t fU) Illn" m'· 1EF< P. 2,'3 YEAR
HtrL ~~ I rqr'lsl'IUj W,( I H t~f)t;. TH(·H NG: r~JO'~II~ 8UDDF.NL.V NO LOfi~Bt"1 NE~O~,
II II ~ p,'\R I 11';111 "'I.~ ~ un J (IN! I lolA f' 'FS Nor "HF. ~A'f IT WORt~" :,THE~r .r :::~:~~~W~::,~MI:;I:~l:::::~:I\;~~::I':;'1~I;\~J I~E 1.1V[NB ::~~. OH I0

I ~tHI'I m;:~~,n t:nm:r·:n II:) W'HCl'! ctNl::XNNfHl NEWI? nlAl"i, WHAT 'r'OU'~E'
~'IF~II:,.(NI" 11& H1 J)l'. ~nJr:JNNA1 I ua b0 I-lH.1:1I 'FcClI"l DAytON., THAT,

! f:( rv HA~ r,x~"m~tEN'r WEAH,IS:~. IHFFERIINI' CONC4tr<N8. DtI7.FI~EN~·,
, .~l' i IIlJ)f'l1l mJI:) j)11='r:~RI£I'~r ,eOl"II.,r~CJAI..C"':. y;l. aot'1S OF 08 'IN~lQV )

l'Jr~'f'C~H .u~r.l 1..()Cf~l. r,;(')HI-I£RI:'; l At ~ ANn 1,"r I i AN J: 1~ItOATANT WAY' FO~ l,l~;: :
n, UiAI~I~ (·JHA I 1. tMH Nr. ON I N ~IIR CDt-tMUI\I I TV. IAL,.' ~ 'FES'D v~ts t, J
~.a:. AUT TW~t T.~ Nt~1' notS I"IOS" I MPEI'HANI RIAIiON WE WATCH ", .
r:;HI·~HhlF.:1. "Hll. 14! N!VE~ 14t~ "CH 1Hf=' ., AHPI~ I·me srA1ION, we W,AT.cH ;/
~l'll';. ~;:·li~NNEI. 4lCl ti'CU~ W~'HHER .~~I' I..lIn HIS. OLIR ,WF.ATHE~': IS ;,,/'
II) ""'1.1.,' TJ H r··F.:F.::!I~ r n4(11~ IA~IPA' i. I AI1PA 14101$ l-JO I N'rE~~sr,.,)N' "
:mt::'t-iSO 110\. Wtl Hi.' ! S 60 1"1 I Uf.S H\.lJAY!! _ ••~_..--: '
'-= 1 • ,,'

I Ht:RE' 1S IOI'1E: f Hl Nt:l SEW HMSLV I~JROI~(i HiF:E. WHEN A COI"1F.O'fTAiLE
I .,'

~~ Vf._~f~, f~el.(.H lONStHP II SUDDENLV -'IRKED AWAV fROM A NUMaE,R':,
Ol'~•• II~ 1'1' S I.,ARKE1 8'U"TInN. 1 ~ANNQl JJEI•. IEVS lHE FCC WOU(;p
'lJl ,l.tU~ tiIJC:H fo\ F:OFU,,:eWE:N r sr::r 1"1 N'~ OCCtIFd~ENC. TO E1ECOHI;"':: CU::F 10 X',AL. ,.
loLl II \l)l.Il ' TAla NP,1 A S1 RONG r~~vrtR£-"tE COURSE or- AC'r H)~" !

I I MAKin, 1"1e: "IONOf:.f~. li.IHjI\T sr.;F: u=-pS HOL!!ARP FJROADCAST INl13 C,OI'1F'A.r·N,
11m~ t)ON~' rn OIi.St::RVl! ~1,ll;H SPEC t At. 'I ~ItA'T'MENT. fl'ORTUNA.l'l~ V I' ,
Nt~~Vt:::n "',,() 1'0 l.-h'I:;;K l=l"~' 'r'Hf\T Cm1r"ANy!! HE/\RS'\" WAS SAO ENl1Ut)~O
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1304 North Lakeshore Drive
Sarasota, Pi 34231-3440

October 25, 19?4

Elonotable Rcod r~ U~.~t

Chairman
Feder-.I Cocnmunlcatlons Co..,.lssIon

. • "!';:

Room 814
1'1' M Street, NW
WUhingtoR, DC 2055,4 '

Dear Chaim'W\ Uun~ .

I ~'

'; ..

I,

" ,
" ,.

'., I

N I wu~ to~~ you~ the D\I~r dilculsccl boIow, I WI'V«)',~tp)ce i
" "

you 00 klC\'W,on ~t ~~ on 1M CNN butlncss proaram diloUlllng the uw ~~ict:r~~dif8 ,',:' '."
&b~~of~i9n.,~ other~ by both cable ar&d tetephono OOft'lPIId,a,~.wap:

• • . " ""... 't ,,:., '. ,

ftMIt'~ ~rcated co~~~ ultimaaely benefit the COlLSUMcr. This .. d\e~~~t", :' "

of any 4~tentU.atlo", ~~ by Ibe Commission .. to,., lncrwe4 emnu~~~ ,~~ : ::t~:.'"
,. iMlYllLer.:. ': ' ,. ..", ','

.'
I ....

I am, Mithts this totter q~ ,~aIl of WWSB. Clta1ftw140 In~Plo~ ~ 1~~~~'you ,~:,

bo~ tho,ABC nctw~,ha1 ~4 WWSS that ABC wDll6tmlnate the~rk'i)~~"
suppU04 to WWSB .",,~ 23~ .tt\llatc rc1:aIlOftlhlp on Aprl2y 1995. nd~~~ '.·l:~'

ABC ::lppeai1 to bt t.M,~of WWSB, eMnINltlO'. tdwOit at1i&adon to"~ .;: ';..:'~", :
Howird.B~u~ ¢9mpany ID~ tor SoriA'S Howarl. Jgt'CCmont to 'fti~te,~::, '::' ' ;", I

ABC;tor~)'car8 inq~ OhIo and and DROit. Micblpn. Ob~• .itfftcIc~~~ ':':~' "
OMiod..~ in S••~ Ih~ utioft's lS3rd telO\'i$ion maIbt. was of IitUe or ~~ Il~c' " '. ;:,'
whoa\.th~ ~CnetWork'~ .rotiati<ms with Scrip" Howard. • .media~~i~~ >_
own1ag tete~ioQ st:lt~ In nine major marbts. ' ' '.",:: "' ;:

• , • I ~.' '0, I

" ,
I~ ,

"rho 1051 of~Cpro~mUtawill seriously 1i.m.it WWSB, Channel40'l eQ'olU to ~,~l$ <" "" ;',
viOW~l'$ in S3('8$ota, B~~ontOft .nd. Venice with local news, wead\er. lports, pu~llo aJfairl. an~ 'j ~'

co~unit)' invo1wm~t:due to the flllaneial ~rroc.ts ofthJ,lou ofpr*;arnmtna: I )mow' thai:it ":,'"
'~$ to be ~If-serviiaa to uy dlAt WWSB, Clta1'l1la140 6ocs. mOlt outstan4inljob Qf~'r~l\a:::'
dlC 1~ n~w&, oports. ~~atb« iU\d commulllLy a.n:..,irs fot dle cities ofSarasota, nraden~~ ,::',','
Vellice. but I Jhink t~,(; ~ comparison of aotu~~ nirtimc devoted to these vital QQ~unity ~O:~tns' .~t.::
as a pcreentnec qflot41l-.irtirno would show c1'''l WWSB, Channel 40 oommits ~orc op\S':':: "::~

.' . ,(, :j ". ' '



valuablo resourcoa to the community than mo$L , Itnot Il~ or1'V ltaliON in compat..ble~
at'OII. N.turoUy, I do n~ hfYe thfa detailed inronnadoa, but t un lure that it wcna1cl be rcacHJr .
a\1Uahlc rrotA WWSB, C/fan.nel 40. IfIhcsc communities lire unablo 1o NOciw this eeccftlii~~,loe;d

COWPae from Pl8'88, C~Q~el 40, it WIll no longer be mtlable from any other lOutCC•. r~~
&he many 'rv M.cl~nf iri. Tampa, a IUjor m.arket arol, clcyote pt'AOtical1)" no cove~ to ~te~1
Sat*ta t.nd CNrlQtte eo",n;qcs. 'I'hOlC du'ce coundca tolcthcr loeO\11\( for a pop~on.of, ",' .

'I ,",\,

f",7~ pfQj~r;lcd in l~; a:~4 over ~/4 million III 2000 as toUoWJ: .
'.'

.j
!

MaNtIC
Saruota
CItMlotto

To~

Population
1I2Sfdt
235,839
308,96S
1.34.260
679,7G4

Population
2OQO ',,1\
260,334
339,398
J58,32O
7'S,OS2

[ ...., tool that the local.~ al\d community IOtVice (not oDly'by thO station b'4t..by .!1tc ;
~~I !"¥,flvo toe. of Choir lime Ii loellly IpONOM evonts), h~ ~di,:~;
....... crm.the~~~'~ Ib_~ ICw;dc4 ~ot pcnaHzccland .,,<;rifi~cJ .•• p~~ "or
Ibo oOllYel1Jcnce tor 1hc,c. bu1ldln& otA'BC. To o.fI'or the community ,and cona\lmt;f.S ./it. :'
dIeIc cOUlUies e:(~cn~.l~ newa covcraae and proprmniag It II vital that the toe.,l~~ .
eataJpriteJ "S8, Cha,,,,,,, 40, be aJlQwed to prosper~ it wJ1l be tlnandl~ able ~ ~',~ :
commUAity u weIIu Ita~ 1nveItora. I Wicw that ABC Ihould bo roquh'od to ~ue.fA :;.
honor itt c()l\U'\"~nents :to itS affdifat., Wtr!S8, CltanM140. . :.';"1"

"

CC~ DoM1cl P. Zei(q. Etq" Counsel for Serws Howard BroadcMdl\a Co., Baker & H08t~~~t

lOSO Conncc(icUl A~,~, NW, Washineton. DC 20036. :;" .

Sam An'~, Esq" COUtl$F,J tor Ctplt.ll Cities/ABC, Inc., 77W.66th Strec&, New YOIi<. '
NY lOO2.1.

~ Crumley, rtesidcnt &; Oenerrd Manaacr, WWSB, CIMlf1'J,140, 5725 LAwton Drive,
S:tra.,ot&, Fl, 34233. I'·
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I

Re,& :Cbann!l 40. WYSI'.,lcs. at
: ABC aFfiliation.
f i , , f

,
"

I

'" .

,

Sara.ot_,; , ... 3lUch Il S-UbUt'b 0 :TL~ ae wa.~:Lftst~n't. a '!
.~burb Q.~ -'lti.ar•• You ~.4 0 '~•••1 tar, -.cre, t~D,.U 1
hour tc) -:lsQ 'rOIl O~. ,point' '0 • ather.' In :DO -"• ., i. S.;a.~~~f
Bra"a~~" aa.. Ye.nic~, 11ka:IStl eJ'1 Sprint, R~kYll.!.••
'1•••~ar.ta or Arl~nrton. We are a l oo-.un1ty ••,..r.~e ~t~~l
Ta.,' ::,'. , . I .
'The re.~d.ent. of,' "~••ot•• · BradfitutoJ\ or Vafa:le. want 'D. D.ed
our cnm»ocal fte....por-te,: ~tur. tratttc '.repo~~.;'~nd''',
p~'b'li'o ~~taf.f'., et.c. I: : ;

,,'; , I
I

ne ~~;ber iD Taapa t. n.p~' al ~ the & .... as 1~ ,~..~~~~~~a,
til. tr.~~ttc.• report. in a pi

l
"'1 r:e than ..11 ,bour',.~1,~ar~ ..·\· '

U*~1Ip01"~At 'to "., &84 boa". n .'~.e" 01:1. u.. Our 100",1 ',,'
aporte will in ZlO wa,. 'be co"e d ,by. TallPA $t.ts.~n.' '~o~:',
will we 'set f1Ally tineS ot cp_" 1rY:

I
' 'bul1.t11\ bo.rei! ': "

, j ,

V~ 'n.8~, .~),Cl cS••erve to k~~W w~.t is b.,1pp.n1lf1~ ~",,4 ~,ur ..
cODmUn!~y. i' , ,

Thank ,~U tor ycur oon.1derat1oft of thee. ~••uee ~~en

4.terw~~1n8 tbe f~ture of WYQ, Channel 40.

, I

: I
, I

ec~ Kr. Antar
Z.liang /"
Crumley V

, I

.111iejan4 Henry Do.eftG~h

,~6aS AYhitta Dr. :
'Sarasota. Fl, 34243

, j
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Novem"cr 18, 1994

lbe HooMable IM4 Eo Hultdt
Pedotal C~muu.ioadoal Commission
1915t liMit $tleet, NW, Room #814
Wa~J)C ~OSS4 '

Dear sit, .. ' ., ,
, '\,

.. ,'

\\,'WSB, Ch.~Del 40,1, • -Jot uSet to'dle saraSOta dd IUUOWlcUnJ CO'O'l'$,wty..
Lo~1 theIi',~MUatiol.with ABC MU have a clevJstatbla result 0!1 o~ n~~rofit
to*r to~ Lb.o.,. aod. other IUl'port tor the fUJJ.y pfosnma ~cl acdvitlc,1 tb.e
non-proSt ~.enoies provide for the citizens ot Satuota County. :

To sa" ,p"\)1\o hlterott wlll be oovercd by • T.~t ~ltlOIl is ridi,culou,~ ~er, is ,
.ouly ,10 ~oh ,It d&a.t.p~~ro~eI" I'1am lUfe ~'Y win a.ot di~d.e that~ ~ time, ,',

, ptogortiOJ1-.telY wltIL SiruOta'g market. 'AU the metotic about gre&ts~s from.
.TarJap. is jujt tb.Rt. metodc. . ' , :

WWSB is part ottbe labtlo otthis.commu.o.lty. It has played. ~or ~~ in .,
~~ :Qomm'llll.ity wdcpe in ttl depth 18.4 breadth ofC~I~~ .,apport tor ~::
nee:4ed.h~ .1iVYices. Please giVl serima. COJltld.eratio.a. to allOWing,~~ to .:
retain it. ~tiOl1with ABC. "; . ,I

Sincerely,

Carl L WeiArloh
PresidentlCBo

,. '

',. ', .
., .,h '.' L

~•• ~ ',I 1,.1." • .' I'-I.. .
; ." ; ,,", I

" .
~ , 'I,

• .,,: ~l t •
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OCtober 2~ ~ 199,4 :
161 Seaward Way
VQn1ce. FL· 34287 :.,

DNr·Sir.

w. U,ve a~mately 80Intlae fftlCtl T~ to the North and 80 mi~.s :
fran :Ft. H1* to the South. Wt have cabl. W so ",.. &'re .~le to:::: ,
wcei;Ylt tra~lt..l()t\. lran thoae anas. Jo~ver, the only' TV: .ta~9f\
tt.r: .·~$t. the newt aM WMther effeetlng~ area -, Venice', .'
Nt>\"~ fQ~t '~rasota - is O1annel 40 , '"'I. I :.

; ~~ I • •

None -of the :.":tatf.onJ 1n the Tanpa/Ft. Myera area g1ve &!l)':'I'V. t~ co out:'
SGetf.on of tt. State unless 1t i. a .ensat1onal IYent. ~ Flcrl.da· "
.8t.'6~ 1. 's~h tbnt whn.t effect. the .rea wf.thin 50 miles ot~ ~Qea .
n;)t 4ff:ect ,t~ other area. We rely 00 Channel VMSB to ~~ us i~oirre:l .
of lQC&l ~~r ~itiOM. '. . :,,;, :

Stac:~qa WWSB ,.~. "ery cQlltU:\1ty or:Lenttd ard' 1, consietently lnvQ~~ itl
ar:.....c.tivit~,.$. Add1tiCXt*lly. the on at¥' persm-l are ~~~1.I:and:,
a~-r to be?:once.rnec! about the carm.mity. ,I:: ,',I

Plea" do not. .permit Capital Cities/ABC, Inc:. to lee.w th1. ~t:ap,t
a~:wf..thOut:~lOcalTV cO\l'eng~. ' ~I:"-

I



Juty 27, 1994

American eroadCtlting Oompanles
AIO Audience tr'\fonnation
77 W68th St, Ninth Fioor
New York. 'NV 10923

I am a res,~nt o! Sarasota County FlQrida and rely exclusivefy for my brqadc~~t t1~W8,

end waath~r fromf your local affiliatl. WWSB. Channe1 40. I am app.".d by'~, ~a~, ~at
you hive ~~~'~o termlnate 'INlSB's affUtatlon with your network: Il's Ot>v,iou~, ~t,You
don' undel'$tand thillocat market. .. .

Sarasota Is a complet.1y separate market from TampalSt. P.t8r~burglql~nvaJ.r. rhe,.
poNtk:s are dift.r~t, the nowa Is diU.rent, and the very Important f~tor ~,~~~r 1$, _Iso .
difflrent. The local news ,provided .by the ABC, CBS and NBC affill~tes in ~. T~:m'p~St~
P.tersburglClea~ ..ter mar1<et dOll' even attempt to cover Sarasota news Or w~th.r,

': I'

With the tl;umlnat~ of WWSB, the lack of local new. would be disturbing:. tn. I~k of
loot' weath,r oo41d be devastatIng. We are In hurrIcane ••uon now. Th,re Is: 00 ~"er
etatlon that Sar~"ota County residents oou'd turn to for loourat. we~th~r' In~Qrm.t1on
during tim" of ~tentia' and II.ctu$1 disaster. . , " ' ~ ,

Th,G Tampa and ~. Pet....burg n.,spaper. have only token penetratlg~ 1~.,t11~ .$a~ot~
market. The Sar"ota Herald TribUne domlnatel, Why? Yhe Sarasota p~p.r,c~rr~" ,Jpeal
Sarasota new• .,d weather; thl Tampa and St. Petersburg papers don't~ " : , ,

if newspapers had the Immediacy of broadcast news and weather thate, wo,,~~'t tJe ,
problem wIth your decision, UnfortUnately, broadcast news and weather h~v~ ~~om.e so
Important to our well being that yo~r decision to terminate wwse could pro.ve ~~a~~u s.' '

I tNIy hope you will reconsider your deolston to terminate 'NWSB or tha~. th" FCC, will
force you to reo~nstder. " ". '

mam J. Qnner
137 Big Pass L$n8
Sarasota, FL 34~42

co: Feder.' Communloations Oommisslon
Compfainls Ind Investfgations Department

WWSB, Channel 40, Sarasota



Octo"er 2;,199u

.•
.Stan dnmley
·~••lMnt .\ I1Ineral Manager j

,WW'!m. t1\&nMl 40,
,S12S Lawt,on Dr,.ve,
,sax-uota, Pl. 342"

AU 'W. $lrasot&M h&"1e en30yed
and "epend.d upOn we. our ~ 100Al TV
station .nd art Il8k1na evel1'eRort pos.ible
to lee." 1t. Our school. aM ditt,rent, organ
1.I'UONJ.inol\1dinl th.. Q\Mber of Comerc.,
Ire wrlUn« to tt7 cd k.el' our .t~tion. 0\11'
near••t Tv atation 111 1.'8J'lp& and 1t would not be

.ot art1 :s.ntert.t wbat-lO-eVt;2' to UI, for local .
'Jaraacta ~s,wath..l'...tc.

We hav... wonderful, aM very dediclted «rO\1P
at WWSB. brins1ns UI 41111)" '" apl)eniflls II ~el'
would bt devutattct it they coulrl not brine \21
tht kind of 1ntonnat1on we tVI enjor'cS tor .3
rearsl

we hopo you wUl I'\ake the d.eserved. cons14aration
dUe th_ .,4 let, th-. continue their txc.11ftn~ ,',
pro8r~~1 her••



...
"", • I

• I

ltt. • Hr•• Cltarl.~ M. Hefti,
551' I' It. II :
Irueoton t rL '4203 ..

JlOM~&"1e·"'. I. a.clt
'CM!rua
''''ral ~7.~Jc.tioa. eo..t"ioft
.... 114 .
1t1. Ie.. ·Stl'.,t,.• IW.
"••kiqtoft, I)~·C. 20J54

!)Me st••

... ,-r, 11£.41.,._4, ..1."1. 01••• , t"'lf!l d.ttz"_ 1£'91"1 U. t", ~~.t"
o£ .J:....~~.: "s.-t... OUr 11'....l\to. - I.ra.ota .~., i. ~ I~""'~' c.o~
pol$._,_ -,.,' '" tbl. Gulf co••t of r1.s.cla. ... .~.......~uc'1J .•,.at. '. ,"
e~.~tf 11'.'. ! ...... It. '.tar.M,.... 60 to,· 50 tltlet"~~,~c 'Co ~ .
Mor..th. Out"~. hu,1Je.. faithfull, .ent4 Vlt.·..ltW. ....t. ~~ :-.
tOft••••.1ty:~ afft).iat. Wli tl Slr••ot.. OUt tiCiI 0"" • :,..tt ~. i

1\OC· ."'.1''' b" tM three ,r_MIlt f .... III St. Petlr,but••f.flU..... '.~f ~. :
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3800 Gatewood Ori~.

sarasota; flor1da,34232
October 7i 189,4'

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federa' CommUnications Commission
Aoom 814. 19\t MStreett NW
W.s~1ngton. O. C. 20564

Dear Chatrman Hundt:

We wou'd like to offer the fo"owing thoughts in regard to the ,~ct.1on ~y
the ABC network to drop Station WWS8. Channel 40, as one of 1~s ~ff~'i.t"s.
We have restdQd fn Sarasota. Florida. ,inee ea,,'Y 1915 and hlveb.,,~ • ,~gu-
lar "'ewe'ri,"of Channel 40 during th.se years. '.' ,

TM••~.t1on h" supportltd the c1tbens of Sarasot, County in I"" I~ceptt,ona.l
numb.r of wal.··Salvltion Anmy/Un1ted W.,lmuscu'lr d11trophy dr1vt•• th~, ' ,
Off'hore Grind Prix which generat•• I gr.. t chari tab'. income ~ :the .feed .,~,he
Hungry pro,f_m. schoo' athletic program', local electfons, lo~a1, w.~er,~n~
.,~ent tlS~es, etc., etc., etc.; t,h,"1hit.'lIU1' em and' on. \h"t~,O""~, tht,:', '
f1nanch' '$ijpport of be1n; I network affiliate the ~rWtus s~PP9rt t~,h
.tltfon c~r:tently giv•• to local endeavor. ~u'd limp rno 6e",pO$\i~'e.•: "

WHhout the f1nanc;hl backing of n.twork affn1at1on, Chln"el 4Q c•."not"
feas1b'y top,tfnu. the current 1evel of news covera,_ we now en.10.vtn Sara·,',
sota, County. fA CI TV,A IS S E ..CHIt F:"'Tlf, 'A' Y
AREAl Sarasota, S I r. u an; ~om, amp.,. ':
~the y.ars we havi on occas on WI ct. news rom a~n,'s 8 ana·'3
'n Tamp•• 'rheir coverage of .vents in Sirasota 1.s so mintmal .s tq, be, con..
sfderecl neg,' ig1b1e'. We live here. and we want newS from herii.n Sa.ra$,~ta '
County ••• nQit what is gotn; on in Hill1borouyh and Pinellas cpu,"t¥~,:· W~"l) we,
have severe: flooding in Our area. we want f rst hind coy.rag'e,'''...e, nQfwhlt,
str.ets ar~ f100ded in Tamp. o~ the Tampa Bay area, or who k1".d:~hO t~d~Y.

About 4-5 yelrl ego we wire lo1ieited b~ the Tampa Tribune new.paper to'$ub~
scribe because they wou1d have a ~s.et'on devoted entirely to,Sarisot,;. '
news." Agreat SI'" pitch about their p1anned coveraa' '0' Sar••ota n,.wI '
ensuid. W. took. lim1ted subscription. The Hsection eVDlv,d over ih~'
next 6 IYM?n~hs 'rom 6 pages Ifter this 1nitia' lubscr'ptJon "drtve";,. to ,,~b,out
2 P1ge! l~t:ers,p.rsed with Tampa Ba,y news. NHd1ess to add, wffd...oppe~"th,
su~~cr'~t19n. 8'$ed on explr'ence we doubt ••riousl.v that th~.l.mpa s~~·
tions wl11 provide any more coverage of Sarasota county than dl d :the p.per.. , .~

The bottom 11nt 1s JIIoney. Wi thout network affi l1ation Chan.nel ,40 cannot
fla.sib1y cpnt1nue the illtl of news coverage .nd tremendous c:onrnun,1tti

' ~up':'
port we hive enjoyed. ~s dropping affi11ttion e,rta1nly ha~ the fQ~'
od0t: of • ,"deal It mad. by Scripps Howard, a deal which d1 rectly':" 1ni,p'act~: the
cttlzens ~f Sarasota County. Tampa stattons WILL T represent $~rasot. to
the leve' to which we Ire entitled. Curt&11ing Innet 40's ability ,to'do
so cannot ,~e fa1 r or equitable.Saraiota County 11 an entity unto i tn' f.
and we ur~, you to decfde 10 favor of Chann.' 40 ~.tain1n9 its ABC affilia-
tion for~he benefit of Sarasota County and its ettize~s. .

~t;9~ a... d fJ..,..1::.-
Mr. a~d M~s. Oliver t. Austin

COpy to: Mr. Sam Antar, Coun,.l for Capital Cities/A8C. Inc.
Mr. Donald Zef1ano, Coun,.l for St~1pps Howard 8roa~ca'~1n~ ,

~r. Stln C~m't~. Pres1dent &General Manager. wwse. C~~nn~l 40



lArin_S. M),cp
7301 Ballanb:'ac pl.~c

S.l't\lKtl~ fliodJtI 34238

20 October 1994
The Honorable Reed 2. Hunt
Federal COMmunications eo~~1ssion
loom 814 .
1919 K Str$.t,NW
WashIngton, mOte. 20554

Dear Sir~

My '.mil~ a~d I are very d18turbed: to lea~n that
OU~ fin., ·a~d On1Y~.1, Tv S~.tion WWSB will .p-
parently 10'. ita Network affiliation nex~
spring, .ndwe wi.~ to prot.at to the FCC!

Iy now, you,and yo~r a~aff are undoubtedly vell.acqua1nt.d
with the d.~.il. of ABC'. deoision to exchange "ts ~
Sa.ralot.a ,a,ftlliaticn lor Or'le wit.h the Scripp. Ho","X'd
.tatlOft in· Tamp•• Hav1ng w.9r~.d to; both NBC and CBS
an4 for manx additional yeatS in New York as .dvertis~ng
cU:...ctor of·' alar,. nationa:L adv.~t.iser, X am ''We.ll '
ver.e4 1ft the n.two~~i~g ~,1ne•• and. ole.rlY und*r
.~.nd vhf ABC and '8 are mo~. than eo~tort.b1e with'
the p~opo.e~ .rran••~.ntJ

It Will ~ ~owever ~ a go04 .arl'..ngcazn.nt:.~~tor t.he
thousand, Qt c1tisens in po~lou. Sa.aso~a and ~&h.- ,
t •• countie•• Th1. i. beeaus., While WFT$ ie carrie4 ,
on c.~le .in 'bo~h cOW1ti." 1~ -eroiiU1l l6t 'the .T.~pa/
St.. Pete market, ,.s do the other major ,nat. station. .'
t1'l.ere.

WQ have had T.mp./s~. Pete television for.y.ars and
it simply ~Qe. ~ do the job fot Sa~.eot.-Br.d.nton
Venice. l~· do•• not p~ovi4. the 100al news, coverage
Of +oc.~ affair. ~ch.rttie., govornmene,buaine•• ).tb.i
WWSB can anes does-, do. WWSB cannot. conti.n~e t.o p"rO
~ide itt excellent pUblic .e~1ce to'~ market with~
o~t a network affiliation.

We bQlieve it'.~ ~andat., ~ r ••ponsi~111ty
to protect thO TV service t.hat the citizen. of these
two highly,v1lable, beavily populated mid-Florida
oounties ~~w rec.ive. The Tampa stations dcn 1 t ~
us to lu~ive and pro.p~r. We n,ed WWSB and it nee!s
ABC-TV. Just that simple.

Thank$ for your attention.

"



JOHN W. BEAN
4593 TRAILS DR.

SARASOTA, FL 34232
;

October 2~:, 1994 :..
1 ' ,

Hon<nble Reed E, Hundt
Cb.a1r.mai1
Fe<!etal Communication Conunisslon
ROOd1. af4 "".
19:19 MStr~t, NW
Wghlngton, PC 20554. ,

Dear Mr. HUQ.dt;

I write t9 express my concern over the action of Capital Clti~{~,
Inc. (~C) ~ end·it's affiliation with WWSB, of Sarasota" FL ~ '.'"

It 'woUlds~ that the Federal ConununicatioD Commisslo':l ( ~CC ), .
has a W?iq~ opportunity. I.n this case, to lnsw-e the contiliue4s lif~ of :' ;
a "~~(~nd.\y_ WWS~p and It's unparalleled service ~,th~ ': .,
S~a$Q~ area. OQ, could argue that a. ABC afflliate In the Tamt>a;
mar.~t can~~tUl deliver the program, so can a Milwaukee, WI;8~t10n,."
by ijie~le ofca.ble, hO\Yever how much att@ntton will ~:T~l'''':' ;:
or MUw;luk.~ station proVide to the Sarasota area. '; ". ".

Il\ my view, the franchise of broadcast serv1ce carries with It 'lnQre
tf?an th~ opt'ort'Uftlty for maxJm12lna profit, but rather the .: '. '.
~P9~i'b~tyto directly seNe a spectflc: community area, otberwlse. I

why' not lo~~te ail stations In Milwaukee? I

ThankJng you for your attention, I remain,

cc: Sam Antar, Esq.

~-p;~~Stan Crumley
,.,.-.-..........rw-,.:-..iL.""

!
. !


